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Kumamato, about as far as Springfield. A little farther west at a dis-
tance not much greater than that of Boston from New York three huge
cities, with about 5 million people among them, are located close together,
namely, Osaka with 3 million people, the dull manufacturing city of
Kobe, and the pleasant residence city of Kyoto, each with about a million.
Farther west in a distance a little greater than from Kobe to Tokyo two
moderately large cities, Kure and Hiroshima, with 200,000 to 300,000
people apiece, are located on the main island of Honshu, and two others,
Fukuoka and Nagasaki, on the smaller island of Kyushu. Only Shikoku,
the smallest main island, fails to have a large city.
The three other Japanese cities with more than 200,000 population are
located north of Tokyo, far away from the rest—Sendai on the east coast,
and Hakkodate and Sapporo in the northern island of Hokkaido. One
of the most impressive facts about Japanese cities is that ten large ones
lie along the south coast of Honshu in a distance about like that from
Washington to Boston. This suggests that Japan's city population is com-
parable to ours. As a matter of fact, however, Japan has a much greater
percentage of farmers than the United States.
africa
The political divisions of Africa have relatively litde connection with
the physical features. They are the result of the seizure of the various
parts of the continent by European nations rather than of gradual growth
such as has occurred elsewhere. Such being the case, our best plan seems
to be to begin at the north and work southward, looking at the main
geographial conditions, the political allegiance, and the cities.
French Mediterranean Africa
Half way from west to east the north coast of Africa bends south-
ward for about 300 miles. The strip of country west of this bend and
north of the Adas Mountains, which run parallel to the coast, is in some
respects the best part of Africa. It lies closer to Europe than does any
other part, and it has the Mediterranean type of climate. Although dry
and hot in summer, it has fairly abundant rain during the mild winters,
and hence is able to support a moderately dense population. Formerly
this strip was divided into three countries, Morocco on the west, Algeria
in the middle, and Tunis (old Carthage) on the east. Today all three
are under French rule. Most of the people are farmers, and there is not
business enough to support cities of the first rank. Nevertheless, each of
the three countries has a city of more than 200,000 population, and two
other cities approach this size. Thanks to the French the cities are the

